
 

The Renewal of  Baptismal Vows 
& Holy Communion 
November 1, 2020 

Prelude:  “What a wonderful world"   (Performed by John Mumford) 

The Word of  God 
Hymn:  “I sing a song of  the saints of  God” 
 (Songleaders: Sarah Harrison & Joel Rinsema) 

I sing a song of  the saints of  God, 
patient and brave and true, 
who toiled and fought and lived and died 
for the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,  
and one was a shepherdess on the green: 
they were all of  them saints of  God--and I mean, 
God helping, to be one too. 

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, 
and his love made them strong; 
and they followed the right, for Jesus' sake, 
the whole of  their good lives long. 
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, 
and one was slain by a fierce wild beast: 
and there's not any reason, no, not the least 
why I shouldn't be one too. 

They lived not only in ages past, 
there are hundreds of  thousands still; 
the world is bright with the joyous saints 
who love to do Jesus' will. 
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, 
in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 
for the saints of  God are just folk like me, 
and I mean to be one too. 



The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Celebrant then continues 

  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God and Father of  all. 

The Collect of  the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of  your 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons 

A reading from the Revelation to John (7.9-17). 

   After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,  singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
   Then one of  the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?”  I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who 
have come out of  the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of  
the Lamb.  
 For this reason they are before the throne of  God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat;  
 for the Lamb at the center of  the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of  the water of  life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”   

 The Word of  the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 



Psalm 34.1-10, 22 Benedict Dominum 

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; * 
  his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 I will glory in the LORD; * 
  let the humble hear and rejoice. 

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of  the LORD; * 
  let us exalt his Name together. 

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me * 
  and delivered me out of  all my terror. 

5 Look upon him and be radiant, * 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 

6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me * 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 

7 The angel of  the LORD encompasses those who fear him, * 
  and he will deliver them. 

8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; * 
  happy are they who trust in him! 

9 Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, * 
  for those who fear him lack nothing. 

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 
  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 

22 The LORD ransoms the life of  his servants, * 
  and none will be punished who trust in him. 

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5.1-12) 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

   When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.  
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.  
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil against you falsely 
on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.    

  The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 
The Sermon 

The Renewal of  Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of  evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  
People   I do. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of  heaven and earth. 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of  saints, 
  the forgiveness of  sins, 
  the resurrection of  the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  every human   
  being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of  Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of  sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 



The Prayers of  the People 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In the course of  the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Kym; for this gathering; and for all 
ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of  all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of  him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially                             ]. 
Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

Members of  the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of  those present 
  
I ask your prayers for                             . 

I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 
   
Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.  

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of  the Lord. 

Welcome & Announcements 



The Holy Communion 
Offertory Music:  “May God bless you” 
 (Songleaders: DeeDee Atwood) 

Refrain 
May God bless you with his love, 
always fill you with his love; 
may he hold you in the hollow of  his hand. 
For the Lord is with you in goodness and love; 
may his light shine out in your heart. 

1. Happy are they who reflect his faith, 
seeking a depth without bound. 
Lord, it is good that we are here to see 
that faith which others have found. 

2. Blessed are they who reflect his hope, 
finding a strength without bound. 
Lord, it is good that we are here to see 
that hope which others have found. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, 
faces them and sings or says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth. For in the multitude of  your saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of  witnesses, 
that we might rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is set before us; and, together with 
them, receive the crown of  glory that never fades away. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your 
Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand 
upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and 
drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Breaking of  the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of  silence is kept. 

Then may be sung or said 

[Alleluia.]  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  [Alleluia.] 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of  Christ, the bread of  heaven. [Amen.] 

Music during Communion: “There is a balm in Gilead” 
 Duet:  Sarah Harrison & Joel Rinsema  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude: “ Oh when the saints go marchin’ in” 
 Performed by John Mumford & friends 

Participants: 

Celebrant/Homilist:  The Rev. Gary Brower 
Lector/Intercessor:  Susie Sreet 
Musicians:   Connie Branton, Organ & Piano  John Mumford    
    DeeDee Atwood    Bruce Oxenbury    
    Sarah Harrison     Joel Rinsema 
    Whit Hill     Deb Sampson


